
Lots of  people ask this question. If  God is so 
good, why is He an egomaniac who expects 
us to bow down and worship Him?

The first thing to say, is that this question 
often comes from a wrong perspective. We 
are forming God in our own image...or rather, 
in the image of  some human dictator who 
demands worship. 1984’s Big Brother, or 
Saddam Hussein or Castro maybe.

If  we start by thinking of  God like that, He 
certainly ends up looking bad. But Jesus makes it 
very clear that that is not a right image of  God. 
He’s not a ‘lording it over you’ sort of  leader but 
one who gets among His people and serves them. 
After washing His disciples’ feet He said: “Very 
truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent 
him.” (John 13:16). Apart from maybe for a photo 
opportunity (all politicians 
seem to kiss babies) I can’t 
imagine the dictators of  this 
world truly being servants.

But it is not “God the Leader” 
who asks us to worship Him. 
But “God the Father” and “Jesus the Groom”. We 
are called to worship by our Father, and by our 

lover. If  we start with that picture, we see this in a 
very different light.

A human father wants his children to love him. A 
young man, wooing a certain girl, wants her to 
respond with love for him that matches the love he 
has for her.

The word ‘worship’ has at its root the idea of  
drawing near to kiss. It is the 
heart of  a loving response 
to someone. If  you love 
someone, you draw near to 
kiss or embrace them, so you 
worship them.

God wants us to worship Him because He 
worships us! He is not an egotist looking for 
forced adulation, but a lover longing for the love 
He has to be both received and reciprocated!www.tfgministries.org.uk
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Is Father Christmas 

Evil???



The Helmet of 
Salvation

This week’s 
Bible Study, the 

fifth of  
6 sideways looks at 
the elements of  the 
Armour of  God in 

Ephesians 6
www.tfg.org.uk/podcasts

Though there was no printed edition 
last week, and won’t be next, there 

was a talk last week on the Shield of  
Faith and next week the sixth talk, 
on the Sword of  the Spirit, will also 

be available by Saturday.

For the Kingdom, the Power and the 
Glory are Yours, now and forever. Amen!

The prayer ends on a crescendo of  praise. 
Everything we have prayed about, we remind 
ourselves, is in the context of  God having the 

power. His is the Kingdom, the one that will last 
forever and be there long after all the failed 

kingdoms of  this world and the satanic realm are 
destroyed. God will answer us, but He gets the 

glory for it, not us. You might have laid your hands 
on the sick person who was healed...but that’s all 

you did. God gets the glory!

In many ways we have come full circle. We started 
the prayer by reminding ourselves of  who He is, 

where He is, and that everything is about Him. We 
end in much the same place. Whatever we have 
wrestled with in prayer...whatever tragedies we 

have been addressing, we leave prayer and go ‘back 
into the world’ knowing that God is in control and 

He is the Lord.

Amen is a declaration again, that we line ourselves 
up with all we have prayed and all that we have 

reminded ourselves about God’s perspective. Let is 
be as He sees it, as He wills it. We’re happy with 

that.

It’s a good place to end this year.. God’s will being 
done. Let’s pray that for the year to come too.

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and for ever.
Amen.

Our Father, I dunno what
this is all about, but....



That’s all now from Training for Guys for 
this year. More in 2013, but I’m off  next 

week as I have other fish to fry...

What do you think? Continue this conversation on the Training for 
Guys FACEBOOK page (www.tfgministries.org.uk/facebook). Has the 
Church let Father Christmas steal the real meaning of  the season?

The Big Question.

A big thankyou to 
all those of you who 
have contacted me 

over the past few 
months.

It seems this is 
something a lot of 
you find helpful.

Don’t forget to let 
me have any 

questions you might 
want answered next 
year... and do add 
your friends to the 
Facebook group or 

just forward the 
links to this stuff to 

them.
Have a blessed 

Christmas and a 
Kingdom building 

New Year!


